ROC JUJITSU

BELT RANK SYSTEMS
The Martial Arts method of evaluating merit and development is known as the belt system, with the color of the belt designating the various steps of attainment.

The “KYU” grades from ninth (9th) Kyu through first (1st) Kyu descend and the “DAN” degrees from first (1st) Dan through tenth (10th) Dan ascend.  The beginners are classified as ninth (9th) through fourth (4th) Kyu.  Intermediates are classified as third (3rd), second (2nd), and first (1st) Kyu.  Advanced are classified as first (1st) through third (3rd) Dan, he/she is then considered to be a true instructor, (earned the equivalent of a full Bachelor of Science degree).

The fourth (4th) and fifth (5th) Dan levels are called “RENSHI” in Japanese meaning “senior expert”; fourth (4th) Dan is considered low master level and fifth (5th) Dan, high master level.   Only when one attains the level of high master is he/she given the status of professional (earned the equivalent of full Master of Science degree).

The sixth (6th), seventh (7th), and eighth (8th) Dan levels are all referred to as the “KYOSHI” rank.  Literally translated, it means “Wizard” or “Very High Master” (these levels are commensurate with a Doctor of Philosophy degree).  These degrees are awarded to the very few who have become wizard in a Martial Arts system with only outstanding contributors achieving such distinction.

The ninth (9th) and tenth (10th) levels are referred to as the “HANSHI” rank and are the highest Grandmasters.  At the time of this writing, there are not more than twenty (20) ninth (9th) and tenth (10th) degree Dans in all the Martial Arts systems and styles in the world.  These special men attained the status of “Most High International Grandmaster.”  In the Martial Arts world they are indeed revered.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE BLACK BELT TAKES HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF TOTALLY DEDICATED PRACTICE HOURS JUST TO REACH THE FIRST DAN LEVEL.  THE BLACK BELT IS THEN AWARDED TO HONOR THE PERSON WHO BECOMES EXPERT IN THE MARTIAL ARTS.  IT IS THE CEREMONIAL SYMBOL OF ONE’S CONTROL OVER MIND AND BODY.  TO WEAR THE BLACK BELT IS THE HIGHEST RECOGNITION OF INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENT.

BELT COLORS

KYU GRADES



9TH Kyu

KUKYU

WHITE BELT

BEGINNER



8th Kyu

HACHIKYU
YELLOW BELT

INTERMEDIATE BEGINNER



7th Kyu

SHICHIKYU
ORANGE BELT

INTERMEDIATE BEGINNER



6th Kyu

ROKUKYU
BLUE BELT

INTERMEDIATE BEGINNER



5th Kyu

GOKYU
GREEN BELT

ADVANCED BEGINNER



4th Kyu

YONKYU
PURPLE BELT

ADVANCED BEGINNER



3rd Kyu

SANKYU
BROWN BELT

BEGINNER INTERMEDIATE





3 BLACK BARS



2nd Kyu

NIKYU

BROWN BELT

INTERMEDIATE INTERMEDIATE





2 BLACK BARS



1st Kyu

IKKYU

BROWN BELT

ADVANCED INTERMEDIATE





1 BLACK BAR



DAN DEGREES



1ST Dan

SHODAN
BLACK BELT

BEGINNER ADVANCED





1 RED BAR



2nd Dan

NIDAN

BLACK BELT

INTERMEDIATED ADVANCED





2 RED BARS



3rd Dan

SANDAN
BLACK BELT

ADVANCED ADVANCED





3 RED BARS



4th Dan

YONDAN
BLACK BELT

LOW MASTER

            RENSHI





4 RED BARS



5th Dan

GODAN
BLACK BELT

HIGH MASTER

            RENSHI





5 RED BARS



6th Dan

ROKUDAN
RED AND WHITE
VERY HIGH MASTER
            KYOSHI





SECTIONED BELT



7th Dan

SHICHIDAN
RED AND WHITE
VERY HIGH MASTER
            KYOSHI





SECTIONED BELT



8th Dan

HACHIDAN
RED AND WHITE
VERY HIGH MASTER
            KYOSHI





SECTIONED BELT



9th Dan

KUDAN

RED OR RED AND
MOST HIGH

            HANSHI





BLACK BELT

INTERNATIONAL








GRANDMASTER



10th Dan
JUDAN

RED OR RED AND
MOST HIGH

            HANSHI






BLACK BELT

INTERNATIONAL








GRANDMASTER



